
PROTEST NASA LAUNCH OF
MARS PLUTONIUM MISSIONS

NASA is scheduled to launch two Mars Exploration Rovers,
powered by radioactive sources, from the space center in

May and June of 2003.  Already over budget by $100 million,
the Mars Rovers are the next step in a massive expansion of
space nuclear devices to be launched from Florida.

Carrying plutonium-238, cobalt-57, and curium-244, the
toxic materials will provide heat to prevent the Mars Rover
instruments and batteries from freezing.

The Mars Rovers will explore the surface of the red planet
doing soil identification that NASA hopes will ultimately lead to
manned colonies on Mars to mine for uranium, cobalt,
magnesium and water.  NASA has said that the eventual
mining colonies would be powered with nuclear reactors.

Nuclear rockets, with reactors for engines, are also now being designed at the University of Florida’s Nuclear Engineering
Department and the Department of Energy’s Los Alamos Labs in New Mexico for future Mars missions.

In the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Mars Rover missions, NASA acknowledges that there is a 1 in 34 chance of a
launch vehicle accident.  The possibility of a release of deadly toxins in such an accident are “likely” says the NASA document.  The
EIS also outlines a 60 kilometer radius surrounding the space center that they say would be a “potentially affected area” following
any launch accident.  Homeowner insurance policies will not cover any space nuclear accident.

We have been protesting against NASA’s nuclear launches since 1989.  As the space agency increases the number of radioactive
space missions in coming years, they also dramatically increase the risk of a massive contamination of large portions of the heavily
populated central Florida region.  Our tax dollars should not be wasted on this dangerous and risky space nuclear program.  Solar
alternatives are now being developed by the European Space Agency for deep space exploration.  Come join with us.  Help us call for
sanity and the protection of our precious environment. 

NASA intends to spend nearly $1 billion in the next five years to expand its space nuclear and
propulsion research and development program. “We are still doing exploration of our solar system in

covered wagons. The Nuclear Systems Initiative will open up the railroad.” 

Ed Weiler, NASA Space Science Chief

Potential Affected Area Surrounding Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.
Source: Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Mars Exploration Rover-2003 Project

From 10 am to 1:00 pm, we will gather at the Kennedy Space Center tourist facility at a designated protest area.
Look for us holding our signs and banners. Plan to join us for lunch afterwards at a local restaurant. 

Directions: From I-95, take exit 79 and follow signs to KSC. From US 1 in Titusville go east on SR 405.
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