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Zap and Boom

T here has been a recurring theme 

in our work over the past several

years. Many of the people in-

volved in high tech weapons and warfare

wear blinders to shield themselves from

responsibility for the work they do in the

war machine. They delude themselves

into thinking they have nothing to do with

the bombs that fall in the course of war

even though they play a vital role in the

chain of events which leads to a lethal

explosion. In that line of thinking perhaps

only the suicide bomber is really culpable

in the world of bomb warfare. If your role

was from a distance you are not responsi-

ble for the lifeless and maimed bodies and

smoking ruins at the end. Even those in

the nuclear bomb scheme claim total

innocence from any end result. They just

practice deterrence. 

Weapons designers, war gamers, elec-

tronic jammers, cyber world artists, but-

ton pushers, pilots even, are no more
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guilty than the casual observer. Auto-

mation hides the effects of war from the

individual conscience. Distance keeps

one out of harm’s way. The argument

goes something like this. The more

sophisticated an act of war becomes and

the more divided up the process becomes

the fewer the people who have any culpa-

bility. At best there are a few traces of

minor guilt. Blink and it goes away. You’d

get as much guilt as if you were playing a

computer war game at home. Nowhere is

the disconnect between cause and effect

more apparent than in the world of arms

control. Consider the position currently

adopted by Washington arms control

groups that parse out the war apparatus

so that electronic jamming is not consid-

ered part of the kill chain. If you zap part

of an adversaries system of offense and

defensive warfare and follow it up with 

a boom, one supposedly has nothing to 

do with the other. There is thus no direct 
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connection between “zap” and “boom”.

It’s like saying that the act of throwing

sand in someone’s eyes before punching

them in the face is mere coincidence.

Admit-tedly one has to connect a few dots

to see the connection but when one does

it is plain as day. War vocabulary sudden-

ly includes words like dazzling, spoofing,

jamming. It involves electromagnetic

pulses and high-powered microwaves

and lasers. But in the end it means killing

a lot of people all at once.

The Pentagon likes to use new termi-

nology to describe the modern aerospace

battlefield. It is “network centric”. It

involves a “revolution in military affairs”.

It is “transformational”. It results in

“shock and awe”. Space weapons are

“rods from God”. Spy satellites provide 

a “God’s eye” view of the war zone. The

list goes on. 

Permanent War

Just as the system which produces this

kind of modern day blitzkrieg is multi 

layered so is the infra structure which

paves the way for its enactment. What

President Eisenhower called the “military

industrial complex” in his farewell speech

in 1961 has mushroomed into “the 

military, industrial, religious, academic,

legal, propaganda complex” of today. 

A $500 billion annual Pentagon budget

is wired into the every aspect of modern

American society. The US. has about 5%

of the world’s population but spends as

much for war as the other 95%. You’d

think that fact would shock us into 

wanting a radical change but instead

there are cries for more of everything.

Fear and “business as usual” trump any

possible new idea or moral impulse. Both

major political parties are sold on the 

program. So what if we’re headed over a

cliff. We’ll do it in style, together! 

No we haven’t forgotten about the war

in Iraq. That kind of up close war is still

around, too. You can’t occupy and colo-

nize a society of 20 million people by

remote control. “Shock and awe” was a

colossal mistake and left a horrible mess

that engulfs the country in a brutal killing

frenzy seemingly without end. Suddenly

war doesn’t seem so “transformed” after

all. Consequences spiral out of control.

Scandals come to light. Costs skyrocket.

People feel duped. And yet the war goes

on. Critics like John McCain even want 

to escalate the war to get a win. Then it

will be on to the next installment of 

permanent war. 

Recent and Ongoing Actions

� In the last newsletter we laid out the

details of the Keep Space for Peace Week

campaign (October 1-8). All six events

happened. The dots got connected. 

We circled the local war complex. A 

seventh event, a forum at the University

of Colorado at Colorado Springs (UCCS)

was added on short notice. In several

cases there will be follow up activities.

We will return to New Life Church on

December 4. The dialog begun with UCCS

continues. It includes working with the

CU Boulder campus to oppose the Los

Alamos contract, mentioned in our last

newsletter. The Catholic diocese will be

hearing from us again. 

� We have begun planning several days

of activities to parallel the April 3-6

National Space Symposium. Our program

to challenge this local war orgy is listed

as an official event of the Global Network

Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in

Space. GN coordinator Bruce Gagnon and

several other out of town activists will be

joining us.

� On November 4 Doug Gale 82, Barbara

Huber 73 and Esther Kisamore 65 were

convicted of trespassing for their August

5 action at Peterson AFB. They were com-

pletely muzzled in their attempt to pres-

ent their case. Next year, Sisters Witness

against War hopes to have participants 

in their 50’s, 40’s, 30’s and 20’s joining

the action. 

Demostrating at Schriever AFB (left) October 3 and at the SI International building site on October 4
during Keep Space for Peace Week.

October 6 picket of Catholic Chancery.

We need your continuing support as

we go forward. There is still time to

keep space for peaceful purposes and

as a common heritage, but in order for

that to happen radical changes have to

be undertaken. There are some begin-

ning signs of dissatisfaction with the

current direction of the country. All the

elements described above must be

engaged if we are to go in a different

direction. There is hope but a lot of

work remains to be done.
Bill Sulzman


